TALK ON APOLLO 8 BY NORAD 
SPEAKER PLANNED FOR MEETING 

ie If present plans materialize, the 

speaker for the January 8 PPRAA meeting 

will be Dr. John K, Sterrett, or NORAD, 

who will speak on Appollo 8 and possibly 

have some film to show on the trip. 

The meeting will, as usual, be at 
the Naval Reserve Training Center, start- 
ing at 8 p.m. ” 

-0-0-0- 
CHEYENNE REPEATER TO BE IN 
OPERATION SOON 

George Kowalski, WéGCH, has in- 
formed us that the Cheyenne Mountain FM 
repeater, which was demonstrated at the 
November PPRAA meeting, will probably 
be installed and operating this month. 

installation of the repeater will be 
a joist operation of personnel from the 
PPRAA, the Pueblo and Denver Radio 
Clubs, 

The repeater will have two sets of 
Operating frequencies---146, 14 input and 
“46,74 output in the 6 meter band and 


~ 438.48 input and 449 output---the latter far 


a control link and special operations such 
as automatic phone patching and other ser- 
vices. 
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AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS RAISES 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

An amendment to Article IX of the 
PPRAA By-Laws, covering the portion 
setting the amount of annual dues for the 
members of the association was adopted by 
aunanimous vote of the members attending 
the December meeting, 

As amended, that portion of Article 
IX now reads: 

"The dues of the association shall be as 
follows: 

a. Full Member $3, 00 

b. Novice Member $2, 00 

c. Associate Member $2, 00 

d. Family member, described in 
Article II, Section 1d, $3.00 for first 
member of family and $1.00 for each ad- 
ditional member. 

The action to amend the dues was 
started by the Board of Directors after 
PPRAA Pres. Pete Demario, K#UDG, at 
the November meeting, had pointed out the 
fact that the increased cést of carrying on 
the activities of the PPRAA was causing a 
drain on the treasury and that, therefore, 
a raise in the annual dues was. necessary 
if all of the activities of the club were to be 
continued, 
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LET'S CONTINUE THE RECORD! 

For those who might have missed 
the report in November QST, the PPRAA 
led gix other Colorado teams in the June 
1968 Field Day results, 

The PPRAA, with three trans mit- 
ters, scored 972 contacts, for a totai ‘score 
of 7724, Denver Radio Club was second 
withseven transmitters, 801 valid contacts 
and a total score of 6571. 

Four of the teams were from the 
Denver metropolitan area. 

The fine Field Day 1968 record was 
the result of some fine cooperation by a 
number of PPRAA members and some ex- 
cellent planning by George Kowalski, Wf- 
GCH, for which he is to be congratulated, 

It is hoped that the PPRAA can 
match or even top this fine record when 
the time for the 1969 Field Day activities 
rolls around. 

=0O-= 
THOUGHTLESSNESS WILL GET YOU. . 

The "Collector and Emitter" of the 
Aeronautical Center Amateur Radio Club of 
Oklahoma City carried the following story 
which should be thought-provoking for all 
amateur radio operators, 

"We think that practically all our 
readers are familiar with the fact that three 
amateurs were indicted for using obscene, 


indecent and profane language on the ama- 
teur bands, Many are also aware that two ~~ 
of them pleaded 'nolo contendere' and each 
was sentenced to three month's imprison 
mentandfined$100, The sentences for im« 
prisonment were suspended and the defend 
ents were placed on probation for tw ~ 
years, 

"On Nov. 14, the FCC released the 
result of the third individual, He was sen- 
tenced to six months imprisonment on each 
of seven counts, the terms to run concur- 
rently. ,He was also fined $100 on each of 
the sevencounts, or a totalof $700, Unlike 
the previous two, however, no mention is 
made of the sentence being suspended, 

“These-actions- are of course sep- - 
arate from what actions the FCC might take 
relative to the licenses ofthe individuals, 

"On November 6, the FCC released 
a news item stating that four CB operators 
in the Rock Island, I[ll., and Davenport, 
Iowa area had been indicted by a grand jury 
for obscene transmissions. Trial was 
scheduled for November 7, Because of 
long skip, the obscene transmissions were 
heard in England, South and Central Amer 
ica and throughout the United States," 

The moral of this might well be not— 
to take any thoughless chances, land in the 
confines of jail and lose your license, 

---Frank, WOHWH 


lanuary 1969 


The 


RESIDENT'S 
CcCoLU MN 


Happy New Year! 

It is a pleasure to look at the New 
Year 1969 and see a fresh start for the old 
world, fr eshhope for peace and fresh hope 
for mankind. 

In our own club, along with radios. 
clubs throughout the: country, the’in pro- 
ject" is working on some 2 meter equip+ 
ment, The fresh approach being 2 meter 
FM repeater systems for improved cover- 
age to specific areas, thereby increasing 
the range and usefulness of 2 meters many 
fold. Also new useage for 400 MHz freq- 
uency equipment to control Z meter re- 
peaters for automatic phone patching and 
other special purposes. 

These new projects, along with our 
usualactivities on the high frequency bands 
~yhould keep us busy in our great hobby 
throughout the new year. 

Remember to start preparing for 
our February auction! 

73's 
-0-0-0- 

A third party traffic agreement was 
made with Korea for the period December 
21, 1968, through January 3, 1969 only to 
permit an exchange of holiday morale traf- 
fic between armed forces personnel and 
their families at home, 


---Pete K§UDG 
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DIGEST OF ARRL BULLETINS 

Word has been received from the 
International Telecommunications Union in 
Geneva that Indonesia has withdrawn its ob- 
jection to international communications by 
its amateurs. Contacts with stations using 
the prefix YB are now permissable, 

-arrl- 

ARRL efforts to keep the six meter 
band fully open to all holders of +enewable 
licenses have again been rejected by FCC, 
While FCC did reiterate its intention of 
watching the restricted segments closely, 
‘for possible future changes, it feels the 
Docket 15928 version of incentive licensing 
needs long trial and changes now would be 
premature. Thus the restriction of 50, 0 
to 50.1 MHz to Extra and Advanced licens- 
ees, which became effective November 22, 
1968, continues in effect, 

-arrl- 

The FCC has changed the eligibility 
requirement for Novices, Effective Jan- 
vary 24, anyone not licensed as an ama- 
teur by FCC inthe 12 months prior to his 
application will be able to take the Novice 
test and receive a two year license. How- 
ever, FCC denied the ARRL request that 
curren. holders of Technician Class licu 
enses also be made eligible for Novice, 

-0-0-0-0- 

Don't forget the January meeting 

of the PPRAA on the 8th at 8 p,m. 


DBM Electronic Supply 
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Industrial Electronics, Test Equipment 


Authorized 


Distributor 
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(Since so many of the members of 
the PPRAA participate in the MARS pro- 
gram, and since the article, in general, 
is a very commendatory comment on the 
part the amateur radio fraternity plays in 
communications of all types today, it was 
felt that the following article, written by 
Robert L, Moora, managing editor of Stars 
andStripes in Europe during Worid War II, 
for Army Digest, the official magazine of 
the Department of the Army, warranted 
the space needed to reprint it in this issue 
of Zero Beat, ---Editor) 

Vietnam Calling - Via MARS 

The two little girls, aged ten-give- 
or-take-a-year, stood with their mother 
inside a glass-enclosed room just off the 
main concourse on the ground floor of the 
Pentagon in Washington, Beyond them 
were half a dozen other cubicles, also 
glass-enclosed, where uniformed men 
wearing headphones were seated at big 
radio consoles. Behind then the con- 
course itself had a Grand Central bustie, 
with military and civilian pedestrians 
streaming past, 

A sergeant approached the trio: 
"Can I do something for you?" 

"We'd like to talk to our Daddy, 7 
said the older of the two girls. 

"Where is your Daddy?" asked the 
sergeant. 

"He's in Vietnam, '' the pint replied. 

The sergeant hesitated, “Well, 
now, we can't put a telephone call through 
to him right now, because we don't know 
just where he is and what he's doing in 
Vietnam. But there's one thing we can do. 
We can send him a message and ask him 
to telephone you when he gets a chance," 

The message they sent was trans- 
mitted via MARS, And the phone call they 
subsequently r eceivedin their home in Vir- 
ginia also came by MARS, Not the planet 
by that name but another MARS---the Mil- 
itary Affiliate Radio System, a global com- 
munications network made up mostly of 
"Ham,'' or amateur, radio operators and 


administered by the U. S, Army, Navy and 
Air Force, 

In "ham" circles" and in amateur 
radio journals, MARS is widely known 
But until recenlty, when newspapers in in- 
creasing numbers began stumbling on the 
feats of individual "hams'' in their locali- 
ties,, it has beeen an entity little known 
tothe public. Today, with the fast-growing 
volume of Vietnam calls---as well as her- 
oic service in hurricanes, floods, earth- 
quakes, and other emergencies--~MARS is 
gradually becoming better known, 

The network had its origin in a 
loosely knitorganization known as the Army 
Amateur Radio System formed in 1925 at 
the Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, base of 
the Signal Corps. By 1948, its member- 
ship and activity had spread to such a de- 
gree that it was reorganized as a joint 
Army-Navy-Air Force progam called the 
MilitaryAmateur Radio Service, or MARS, ~~ 
Four years later, the word Amateur was 
supplanted by "Affiliate" to describe more 
accurately its joint military-civilian affil- 
iation, ; 

There are 292,914 radio amateurs 
inthe United States and its possessions to- 
day, another 11,000 in Canada, and 140, - 
000 in other foreigncountriés,, They use 
telegraphic code, voice, radio teletype,and 
in a few instances, even television for 
their communications, Most of their con- 
versations are within national boundaries , ’ 
but many circle the globe, Some even pen- 
etrate the Iron Curtain countries where 
there are well over 10,000 amateurs, 
some of whom will talk with "hams" every- 
where--albieét, "rather guardedly and brief - 
ly," as one MARS official describes it, 

In all of these exchanges, whether dom- 
estic or international, politics and religion 
are avoided, and music and entertainment 
are legally taboo. It is all strictly busi-— 
ness or the pursuit of a hobby toward im- 


' provement in each individual's technolog- 


ical capability, 
(Continued on following page) 
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Vietnam Calling---Via MARS 

(Continued from preceding page) 

"Hams'' have been dot-dashing and 
chattering on the wave lengths almost from 
the inception of wireless. But never, ac- 
cording to the Nation!s topmost amateurs, 
has there been an organized service among 
them to match the present MARS program 
handling "phone Patches'' and messages to 
and -from /Vietnam. Here is the way it 
works: : 

Starting in December 1965, the 
three services began setting up MARS sta- 
tions in the embattled Far East country. 
Using equipment purchased with non-ap-~- 
propriated funds, other gear from surplus 
stores, and still more devised by "hams"! 
in uniform with typical American ingen- 
uity, they now have about 60 MARS stations 
scattered through Vietnam from the delta 
to the highlands. Simultaneously in the 
_ United. States ---including Hawaii and Ala- 
ska---MARS member amateur radio sta- 
tions on military bases and in private 
homes were appointed and authorized to 
handle "phone patches''''from the MARS 
stations in Vietnam, 

A GI wishing to call home seeks 
out a MARS station_in Vietnam which en- 
deavorsto place his call through one of the 
MARS st ations in the United States asclose. 
as possible to the caller's home town, 
Such a station might be at an Army, Navy, 
or Air Force Base or in the home of a 
"ham'' member of MARS, When contact 
is made, the "ham" or military operator 
telephones the caller's wife, family, or 
other designee and then flicks a switch that 
puts the radio signal on the telephone line, 
thus. effecting a direct radio-telephone 
connection or "phone patch, " 

More often than not the connection 
ig reasonably clear---and the only charge 
if the telephone call from the stateside 
““MARS station to the recipient, usually on 
a collect basis, MARS officials give much 
eredit to the telephone company long-dis= 
tance operators who do their utmost to 
assist the stateside stations in getting the 
Vietnam calls through. Connections are 
not always easy to make. Time difference 


poses problems: so do atmopsherics, 
And locating a strategic MARS station is 
sometimes difficult. 

MARS radio traffic to and from 
Vietnam has built up during the last two 
years at a pace far exceeding the build-up 
of American forces there. In January 
1966, for example, the network handled’ 
1,100 "phone patcjes.'' By December 1966, 
the number had reached 10,000, By July 
1967, it exceeded 30,000, In 1967, the 60 
MARS stations in the Vietnam organization 
had handled 285,000 "phone patches" and 
600,000 other messages, some adminis-~ 
trative but most of them personal, 

Military commanders in Vietnam 
consider the MARS network a big contrib- 
utor to morate, for, just ds the’/Bell sys- 
tem back home advertises that one is as 
close to home as the nearest telephone, so 
is the GI fairly close even thoug he ‘is: 
12,000 miles away---although , gétting 
through is a bit more complicated than 
dialing an area code and a number, 

The same is true for Americans 
stationed elsewhere around the world, 
sometimes in remote locations such as the 
radar bases in Greenland and Alaska, or 
infar-away outposts in Turkey, the Middle 
East, Africa, or even the Antarctic, At’ 
the bleak Arctic outposts of the Ballistic 
Missile’ Early Warning System, personnel 
ofthe RCA Service Company--~-which oper- 
ates the radar net for the Air Force--- 
regularly man the MARS stations for calls 
through the network back home, 

“Although military personnel reap 
the greatest benefit of MARS service ona 
regular basis, ghere are hindreds of‘fhou- 
sands of other Americans who owe much to 
the network---in some cases their lives, 
MARS today is a regularly organized com- 
munications net not only for the military 
but for federal and state civil defense or- 
ganizations in time of an emergency, At 
times, ithas been the only communications 


network left inservice when the convention- 


al, channels went out--~as in the Alaska 

earthquake of 1964, when it handled more 

than 10,000 distreiss‘calls in the span of a 
(Continued on following page) 
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Vietnam Calling---Via MARS 

(Continued from preceding page) 
few weeks , . . as inthe disasterous Min- 
nesota-Wisconsin floods of April 1965. , 
as in Hurricane Carla in 1961, when 200 
MARS members provided a communications 
network for the military, the Red Cross, 
and Civil Defense . . . and as in the more 
recent disasterour hurricane, called Beu- 
lah, which hit Texas and Louisiana in the 
fall of 1967, 

By the time Beulah came along, 
MARS had a prearranged plan of opera- 
tion. Fordaysin mid-September, Roland 
Belk, Fourth Army MARS director sta- 
tioned at Fort Sam Houston in Texas, had 
followed the Weather Bureau's hurricane 
warnings, At 7:15 p.m, on 18 September, 
using every means of communications in- 
cluding his own, he requested all other 
radio traffic to relinquish the 4020-. and 
4030-kilocycle frequencies for emergency 
use and simultaneously he established 
liaison with state and local authorities. 
Fifty or more MARS "hams" pitched in; so 
did another 100 operators in RACES (Rad- 
io Amateur Civil Emergency Service); and 
before the crisis was over they were res- 
ponsible for assisting in the evacuation of 
thousands of disaster-threatened residents 
including 160 patients in a hospital in Hol- 
lingen, Texas. 


John WASADV 
Willard W2BQO 


1237 16th St. 


Distributors of Electronic Equipment 


WAQK XR Jeff N@LDU 
Gary WAQKLP Pete WOGI 
WOFU 


The Rocky Mountain Area's Leading Supplier of Amateur Radio Equiprme nt 


- - STORE HOURS = -} 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 am-6 pm----Satur day: 8:30 am-5:30 pm 
Free Parking at Our Radio Parking Lot - 1540 Larimer Street 


CW ELECTRONIC SALES GOMPANY 


Denver, Colo. 80202 
Phone 244-5523 


Janvary 1969 


Although a'"ham' who joins MARS 
operates on military frequencies and uses 
a MARS radio call sign, MARS adminis- 
trators emphasize that the network's mem- 
bers are not a group apart from the ama- 
teur fraternity. As Edward S. Liscombe 
(call letters K4KNV), chief of the Army 
branch of MARS puts it: "Each civilian 
MARS member is an amateur first and a 
MARS member second. His talents are 
voluntarily devoted to serving the public 
interest. through his affiliation with the 
MARS program, "' 

-0-0-0-0-+ 
ANNUAL SET SLATED FOR 
JANUARY 25 AND 26 

The Annual Simulated Emergency 
Test is slated for January 25 and 26 this 
year, . 

Wetails of the test, in cooperation 
with tse American Red Cross will be dis - 
cussed at the January 8 PPRAA meeting — 
and on the air on 2 meters, according to 
George Kowalski, W6GCH, Emergency 
Coordinator, 

-~QO-0-0-0- 


"When I was a boy of fourteen, my 
father was so ignorant I could hardly stand 
to have the old man around, But when I 
got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at 
how much he had learned in seven years, "' 

veeMark Twain 


The Old Radio Corner At l6th & Larimer For Over A Quarter Of A Century ———_, 
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OSLle"S 
HPORTINGS 

By Rosemarie Lewis, WAGMNL 

The High Noon Net now meets Mon- 
day through Sunday, 12 noon MST on 7240 
and K§IGA is net manager. 

=r « 

The Denver Radic Club is going to 
publish a Colorado Ham Directory and 
would appreciate a call from anyone who 
has had a change of address, fone, or tall 
inthe last year or so. Send information to 
Chic Cottrell, W@SIN, or Joe White, K@C- 
NV, or to me (632-5721), 

=-fr= 

Anyone having suggestions, ideas, 
etc,, for the ARRL board of directors 
meeting in May---I will be happy to for- 
ward them to Carl Smith, W§BW4J, or you 
may do so, 


u -rr- 


' “Vacations--- 


aa 


Steve Parker and his mother Esther 
mobile to Kansas, 

Florence Kaplicky visited West 
Goast and her son and his wife and family 
in Oregon, 

-Frr- 

Seasons greetings received from 
Jim Bell, W4OTP, and Mary in Louisville 
Ky. Jim is now retired from the service, 

-rr- : 

Vote, . Vote. , Vote in the SCM 
election when you receive your ARRL 
ballot, 

=TTr = 

John Summers Jr,, WA@HHO, is in 
Vietnam and says he receives Zero Beat 
regularly and-it keeps him up on things, 
John is with Communications Department 
in the Navy and is an electronic technician 
doing inspection and field repair, working 
in the Saigon area. 

-~O-0-0- 

Don't forget that as of this month 
annual membership dues are due. See the 
secretary, pay your 1969 dues and contin- 
ue to be an active PPRAA member. 
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THREE ARE CANDIDATES FOR 
COLORADO SCM POSITION 

Three Coloradoamateurs have been 
nominatedfor the coming election for SCM, 
for Colorado, Charles "Chic" Cottrell, K- 
OSIN, of Denver, the current SCM; Ed 
Pompea, K@ZPG, of Colorado Springs, and 
Gary "Phil" Armour, W§UAT,,of Evergreen 
Colorado, 

A short biography oftwo of the can- 
didates is given here, Information from 
the other was not received at press time. 
Oe 


’ Ed Pompea, KO9ZPG 


Ed, 46 years old, is employed as a 
project manager for Hewlett-Packard in 
Colorado Springs and is a retired USAF 
officer. 

He holds an advanced ticket and was 
issued his first call of W8FHJ in 1950, Ed 
Ed has served as vice president and treas- 
urer of the PPRAA and as asst. ARRL dir- 
ector for the area, Is now serving on the 
board of directors of the AREC andis an 
active member of Air Force MARS, 

He also has served as vice presid= 
ent of the Dayton, Ohio, Amateur Radio 
Assn, for twoterms. Previous calls have 
been CN8GF, 5A4TV and DL4DM, 

Ed is married to Irene, 
and they have six children. 

rer 
Gary "Phil", Armour, W6UAT 
iad Phi, 29 years of age, 
elementary school principal, 

Licensed since 1954, Phil's main 
interest in amateur radio has always been 
public service oriented and his main act- 
ivity has been traffic handling, 

In the 1950s he was active as a 
member and NCS on the Kansas CW net, 
Kansas Phone Net and others in the Mis- 
souri-Kansas area, .Since coming to Colo- 
rado four years ago has been active on the 
Colorado Code Net (CCN), TWN, PAN, 
and occasionally on the High Noon Net. 

Is presently asst, net manager for 

(Continued on following page) 
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is an asst, 
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SCM NOMINATIONS He was carrying a bright new trans - 
(Continued from preceding page) ceiver when he met another OM, 
CCN and edits and publishes the CCN "Look, Archie, what I got for the 
monthly bulletin, XYL this morning, " 
Has held the ORS appointment both Archie gazed in immeasurable 
in Kansas and Colorado, admiration, "Gosh, you have all the luck, 
Phil is married and has two sons, wish I could make a trade like that," 
-O0-0-0-0- ---Denver Radio Club "Round Table" 
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